REMARKS 

Claims I and 3 ••• 18 are pending in the application. Claims I and 3 ••• 18 have been 
rejected. Claims 1, 7 and 13 base been amended . No new claims have been added. 

C laims 1. and 3-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. The claims have been amended to 
address this rejection. 

Claims 1 and 3-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C §103 as being unpatentable over Goss, 
U.S. Patent No. 6.236.901 B1 {Goss) in view of Sihavii et a!., U.S. Patent No. 4,799.156. Claims 
1 and 3-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goss in view of 
Southhaim U.S. Patent No. 6.594.641 {Southam). 

Chums 1 and 3-18 are allowable over Goss, Shavit ami Sonthham 

The present invention, as set forth by amended independent claim 1, relates to a method 
for a manufacturer to order material. The method includes considering a quantity of a materia! 
available Iron? a plurality of suppliers via a computer system, considering a quantity of a material 
available from a plurality of supplier logistics centers via a computer system, identifying a 
supplier or a supplier logistics center to receive an order tor the materia! based upon the 
considering the quantity of material available from the plurality of suppliers and the considering 
the quantity of materials available from the plurality of supplier logistic centers, and sending 
electronically an order for the particular material to the supplier or supplier logistics center 
identified to receive the order. The material is not ordered until a manufacturer realizes a 
demand. The manufacturer realizes the demand for the materia! after orders are received from 
customers. Fulfilling the orders requires assembling die products and. assembling the products 
requires the material. 

The present invention, as set forth by amended independent claim 7, relates to a method 
of assembling a computer system. The method includes considering a quantity of a materia! 
available from a plurality of suppliers via a computer system, considering a quantity of a material 
available from a plurality of supplier logistics centers via a computer system, identifying a 
supplier or a supplier logistics center to receive an order based upon, the considering for the 
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material the quantity of material available fmm the plurality of suppliers and the considering the 
quantity of materials available from the plurality of supplier logistic centers, ordering the 
materia! from the supplier or supplier logistics center identified to receive the order, and 
assembling the computer system at an assembly facility from the material. 

The present invention, as set forth by amended independent claim 13. relates to a method 
of manufacturing a computer system. The method includes considering a quantity of material 
available from a plurality of suppliers via a computer system, considering a quantity of a material 
available from a plurality of supplier logistics centers via a computer system, identifying a 
supplier to receive an order for the materia! based upon the considering the quantity of material 
available from the plurality of suppliers and the considering the quantity of materials available 
from the plurality of supplier logistic centers, sending electronically an order for materia! to the 
supplier or supplier logistics center identified to receive the order, and manufacturing the 
computer system at a manufacturing facility using die material received at the manufacturing 
facility, 

Goss discloses a build to order product assembly environment in which responsive to 
orders received, kit trays are prepared that each hold the components needed to build an ordered 
product. The kit tray is transferred to a work cell where a team builds the product. The product 
is then tested and repaired, with information regarding any problems provided to the responsible 
work eel!, finis, within Goss, it is assumed that the components needed to prepare the kit trays 
are already present within the manufacturing facility. 1 here is no discussion within (loss of how 
the components arrive at the manufacturing facility. 

Accordingly, (joss provides no disclosure or suggestion relating to a method for a 
manufacturer to order material and specifically does not disclose or suggest material not ordered 
until the manufacturer realizes a demand, the manufacturer realizes the demand for the materia! 
after orders are received from customers, fulfilling the orders requires assembling products, and 
assembling the products requires the material. 

fshavit discloses a system for interactive on-line electronic communications and 
processing of business transactions between a plurality of different types of independent users 
including sellers, and buyers, as well as financial institutions, and freight service providers. The 
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system includes, a data base which contains user information. The data base is accessed via a 
validation procedure to permit business transactions in an interactive on-line mode between users 
during interactive business transaction sessions where one party to the transaction is specifically 
selected by the other party. The system permits concurrent interactive business transaction 
sessions between different users. 

When discussing Shavit, the Examiner set fort It: 

Shavit et al. discloses that it is well known in the art of supply chains to identify 
suppliers and distributors capable of supplying materials by considering quantities of 
inventory available. Shavit et al discloses where buyers can contact suppliers and 
distributors with request for quotes ( R.FQj which inherently includes quantities desired 
that are compared to quantities available by the suppliers and distributors in order to 
determine if the order can be filled with the benefit of providing automated means ibr 
procuring desired materials/components, h would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made- to provide the method of 
supplying materials and manufacturing computers of Cross with the on-line ordering 
involving considering of quantities available from suppliers and distributors of Shavit et 
al., in order to provide automated means for procuring desired materials/components 
(Office Action dated 09/06/07. Pages 3-4). 

However, as with (.ioss. Shavit. does not disclose or suggest a method for a manufacturer 
to order material and specificaiiy does not disclose or suggest material not ordered until the 
manufacturer realizes a demand, the manufacturer realizes the demand for the material after 
orders are received from customers, fulfilling the orders requires assembling products, and 
assembling the products requires the material. Additionally, it is noted that a request for quote 
does not inherently include quantities desired, much less identifying a supplier or a supplier 
logistics center to receive at) order for material based upon consideri ng the quantity of materia! 
available from the plurality of suppliers and considering the quantity of materials available from 
the plurality of supplier logistic centers and ordering material from the supplier or supplier 
logistics center identified to receive the order. 

Southham discloses allowing customers to purchase boutique or specialty items directly 
from a supplier or wholesaler. The items tor purchase are those conventionally available only 
through retailers such as local boutiques or specialty shops. The system allows a customer to 
visit a website and place an order for the product by providing information on which products are 
desired for purchase, the mailing address to which the products are to be sent, payment type, and 



optionally selecting a local retailer the customer enjoys frequenting to which the profits are to be 
directed. The supplier then processes the order and sends the customer the desired products, 
charging the customer norma! retail prices. The supplier protects its business relationships with 
the local retailer by crediting the retailer for some or all of the profit the retailer normally would 
have received had it made the sale of the product. The recipient retailer is either chosen by using 
the retailer selected by the customer during the ordering process or. if a retailer was not chosen, 
by determining that, product-carrying boutique which is geographically closest, to the mailing, 
address given by the customer. 

When discussing Southham, the Examiner set forth; 

Southham discloses that it is well known in the art of supply chains to identify 
suppliers and. warehouses capable of supplying materials by considering quantities of 
inventor available to provide automated means for producing desired materials. 
Southham discloses an on- line ordering system utilizing stock databases (such as 
database 46) containing stock information pertaining to each warehouse to verify that 
sufficient quantities of the desired products are available and to locate the closest supply 
source. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the method of supply materials and manufacturing 
computers of Cioss with the on-line ordering involving considering of quantities available 
from suppliers and distributors of Southham. in order to provide automated means for 
procuring desired materials/components {Office Action dated 09/06/07, Pages 4-5}. 

However, as with Goss and Shavit. Southham does not disclose or suggest a method for a 
manufacturer to order materia! and specifically does not disclose or suggest material not being 
ordered until the manufacturer realizes a demand, the manufacturer realizes the demand for the 
material after orders are received from customers, fulfilling the orders requires assembling 
products, and assembling the products requires the material 

Thus, Goss, Shavit and Southham, taken alone or in combination, do not disclose or 
suggest a method which includes sending electronically an order for the particular materia! to the 
supplier or supplier logistics center identified to receive the order much, less such a method 
where the materia! is not ordered, until a manufacturer realizes a demand where the manufacturer 
realizes the demand for the material after orders are received from cusloiwrx and where 
fulfilling the orders requires assembling the products and assembling the products requires the 
material, all as required by claim 1. 
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More specifically, Goss, Shavit and Southam, taken alone or in combination do not teach 
or suggest a method for a manufacturer to order material where the method includes considering 
a quantity of a material available from a plurality of suppliers via a computer system, considering 
a quantity of a material available from a plurality of supplier logistics centers via a computer 
system., identifying a supplier or a supplier logistics center to receive an order for the material 
based upon the considering the quantity of material available from the plurality of suppliers and 
the considering the quantity of materials available from the plurality of supplier logistic centers, 
and sending electronically an order for the particular material to the supplier or supplier logistics 
center identified to receiv e the order and. wherein (he material is not ordered until a 
Manufacturer realizes a demand wherein the manufacturer realises the demand for the material 
after orders are received from customers wherein fulfilling the orders requires assembling 
products and assembling the products requires the material, ail as required by amended 
independent claim 1. Accordingly, claim 1 is allowable over Goss, Shavit and. Southharn, 
Claims 3 - 6 depend from claim J. and are allowable for at least this reason.. 

Additionally, (joss, Shavit and Souihham, taken alone or in combination, do not disclose 
or suggest identifying a supplier or supplier logistics center to receive an order for a material 
based upon considering a quantity of a material available, much less ordering the material from 
the supplier or supplier logistic center identified to receive the order and assembling the 
computer system at an assembly facility from the material received at the assembly facility, as 
required by claim 7 and as generally requited by claims 13 and 1.9. 

More specifically, Goss, Shavit. and Southharn Peterson, taken alone or in combination do 
not teach or suggest a method (if assembling a computer system, much less such a method which 
includes considering a quantity of a material available from a plurality of suppliers via a 
computer system, considering a quantity of a materia! available from a plurality of supplier 
logistics centers via a computer system, identifying a supplier or a supplier logistics center to 
receive an order for the material based upon the considering the quantity of material available 
from the plurality of suppliers and the considering the quantity of materials available from the 
plurality of supplier logistic centers, ordering the material from the supplier or supplier logistics 
center identified to receive the order, and assembling the computer system at an assembly facility 
from the material received at the assembly facility, ail as .required by independent claim. 7. 
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VoLoidinyh , t Sams 7 is a'lowab'e o\ < i>>ss, sha\ u and Southha n C laims S 12 depend Uom 
claim ~ and arc allow ahk ioi at kasl fins uason 

< toss, Siunu and South'iam taken alone m in ^nmbsnatton do not teach os suggest « 
tMtnoi' of inun»fih twin" u compute u *U tt> much less such a method wiudi mchkks 
tonstdcting a quantit) ot natenJ avulabh hom a plnr ut\ of supplies s \ia a compute! ssstem, 
eonskknng <i qu«utit\ of a iraieual a\ai!ab!e horn a phualii\ of supphu IolmsUcs centu-. ua a 
co oputor >Wem idomh j \itppfnf Mnu'iu < nonkt far du mat< >u<l Iki^< duron tin 
i ') t '\itL'ntii r '//i* <i>ti<?ifn\ of nnmtiji tt\ l i}fjhf < /*-<>/?/ flu p ! itfof'(\ of \unpf\r\ jtu* rfh i',f>\!Jct}i)i r 
iht ithiMi,t\ otmotcnoi- asi.it/dhk' *>ot*t 'J>e ph'tanh vf Mtvp/tu to^tMtt, u'7fj\ seoumL' 
electronically anotdet .or mateualto the suppbei oi supplier og j sties ecntei identihed to iccene 
the oidu, and uhuvtfo-itttip^ tht tomrvW' Mv'o/* a? j rtni'irfdt. funny fucilm usiti'j; im maur^a/ 
fn,<.ncJj( h\ nunuUh tut we ]m tun , all as sequ tree 1 b\ independent claim Li. According!}-, 
claim n is allowable o\et (mss sba%ti and Southham ( buns 14 IK depend from claim i ?> 
and ate allowable lot at least this reason 
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CONCLUSION 

In \jo\\ ot iho iemaiks vol fo th Herein, iIk appSKation is heboid id bo m ^ondnKni Un 
allowance and <i noutc. to thai eUett js vohuiut \onelhdtss should au\ ivi^s uman thai 
m tiht K Mibjeu to ut>olmum thiou^h a telephonic mki\io\, the e\mimu is icquv^vd to 
tJe^hone the undersigned 

I hv ( omrmsMonci is authou/od to deduct an\ additional kes vhwh ma\ bo vuxessar} 
and tu eredit am o\ inpayment to Deposit Wotmt >022f>4 
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